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Profile:
Martin  concerns  himself  with  company  law litigation  and 
advice,  corporate  finance,  financial  services,  insolvency, 
corporate  reorganisations  and  insurance  company 
schemes. Martin has experience of litigation relating to all 
aspects  of  company  law  ranging  from  petitions  under 
section 459 of  the Companies Act,  breaches of  fiduciary 
duty and issues arising in insolvencies. Martin has acted in 
many  corporate  and  capital  reorganisations  and 
transactions. Advisory work has a particular emphasis upon 
transactional work; the non-contentious litigation is centred 
on  capital  reductions,  schemes  of  arrangement  and 
schemes for the transfer of long-term business between life 
assurance companies.  

Education:
Winchester College 1973-1977; Lincoln College, Oxford 1978-1981.
Called to the bar: 1982 Lincoln's Inn.
Practice: Joined Erskine Chambers in 1983.

Description of Practice:
Martin’s work has continued to be a mix of transactional and litigious matters, and in each 
case a mixture of advisory and Court work.  

Martin has advised and appeared for (amongst others):

Resolution plc on (1) the proposed merger with Friends Provident plc and (2) its 
proposed acquisition by Pearl Group Ltd.
Invesco plc on its migration to Bermuda.
The Trustees of the Boots Pension Funds on the acquisition of Boots Alliance plc.
Tata Steel on the acquisition of Corus Group plc.
Apollo funds acquisition of Countrywide plc.
The mergers of both Barrett Developments plc with Wilson Bowder plc and Taylor 
Woodrow plc with George Wimpey plc.
GUS plc on its demerger of the Experian Group.
The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company on its acquisition by DP 
World. 
Banco Santander on its takeover of Abbey National Plc.

Martin has also advised upon a very large number of corporate transactions. He advised 
companies  and  individuals  on  all  aspects  of  company law from potential  acquisitions, 



financial assistance, insider dealing and market abuse to the conduct of general meetings. 
He has given expert  evidence of  English Company Law in  proceedings in  the  United 
States. 

Martin  has  continued  to  play  a  leading  part  in  applying  and  clarifying  the  Court’s 
jurisdiction under Part VII of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 in relation to the 
transfer of banking business and insurance business (both general and long-term). 

He has advised and appeared on:

The transfer of the with profit and non-profit annuity businesses of the Equitable Life 
Asurance Society to, respectively, the Prudential and Canada Life.
The transfer of the deposit taking and mortgage lending business of Cheltenham & 
Gloucester plc to Lloyds TSB plc.
The transfer of the deposit taking and mortgage lending business of Bristol & West 
plc to the Bank of Ireland.
The transfer out of Society of Lloyds of the business of Highway Insurance:
The transfer of all Swiss Re’s United Kingdom business to a Luxembourg entity and 
the creation of a UK registered Societas Europaea, believed to be a first.
The transfer of all the United Kingdom custodian and corporate trust business of 
J.P. Morgan to the Bank of New York.
The Resolution Life group of companies’ reorganisation of their long-term insurance 
business.
 

Martin has also given talks on company law and financial services to conferences and to 
solicitors.

Martin continues to be highly recommended in his practice areas in The Legal 500 and in 
Chambers Guide to the Legal Profession.

Professional Organisations:
COMBAR;  Chancery  Bar  Association;  South  Eastern  Circuit;  Insolvency  Lawyers' 
Association.
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